
Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 
 

Welcome readers and writers to 6th grade! We look forward to working with you during the next school year. 
Due to the circumstances of the Coronavirus, it is optional that students read and annotate a novel during the 
summer.  We believe that reading and annotating one of the books below will help support your student’s 
transition to the next grade level. 
 

HAYS CISD is committed to promoting reading for a common literary experience and providing instructional 
opportunities throughout the year.  

 
STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1 
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer. This list reflects a variety of genres and 
selections from both contemporary and classic novels. Additionally, these books were chosen for their 
literary merit. 

***IMPORTANT NOTE*** 
Some of the titles below deal with mature and/or controversial subject matter. Parents and students 
will want to preview their potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right 
fit” for the student. One quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites 
like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Common Sense Media, Destiny Library Catalog, or Goodreads. 

 

Hatchet  
by Gary Paulson (ISBN 1620067404) 
Lexile - 1020L    Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Brian Robertson, sole passenger on a Cessna 406, is on his way to visit his father when 
the tiny bush plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness. With nothing but his clothing, a 
tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present, Brian finds 
himself completely alone. Challenged by his fear and despair -- and plagued with the 
weight of a dreadful secret he's been keeping since his parent's divorce -- Brian must 
tame his inner demons in order to survive. It will take all his know-how and 
determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed.  

 

Revolution  
by Deborah Wiles (ISBN: 9780545106078) 
Lexile - 840L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
It's 1964, and Sunny's town is being invaded or at least that's what the adults of 
Greenwood, Mississippi, are saying. All Sunny knows is that people from up north are 
coming to help people register to vote, and they're calling it Freedom Summer. 
Meanwhile, Sunny can't help but feel like her house is being invaded, too, because she 
has a new stepmother, a new brother, and a new sister crowding her life, giving her little 
room to breathe. And things get even trickier when Sunny and her brother are caught 
sneaking into the local swimming pool- where they bump into a mystery boy whose life 
is going to become tangled up in theirs. Deborah Wiles tells the riveting story of kids 
who, in a world where everyone is choosing sides, must figure out how to stand up for 
themselves and fight for what's right. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/104524
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Hatchet-Gary-Paulsen/dp/1416936475
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Revolution+by+Deborah+Wiles&ref=nb_sb_noss_2


Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan  
by John Hul Dau (ISBN 1426307089)  
Lexile - 900L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
One of thousands of children who fled strife in southern Sudan, John Bul Dau survived 
hunger, exhaustion, and violence. His wife, Martha, endured similar hardships. In this 
memorable book, the two convey the best of African values while relating searing 
accounts of famine and war.  

 

The Kids of Kabul  
by Deborah Ellis (ISBN 1554981816) 
Lexile - 800L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Deborah Ellis went to Kabul to find out what happened to Afghanistan’s children since 
the fall of the Taliban in 2001. She interviewed children who spoke about their lives now. 
They are still living in a country torn apart by war. Violence and oppression still exist, 
particularly affecting the lives of girls, but the kids are weathering their lives with courage 
and optimism: "I was incredibly impressed by the sense of urgency these kids have — 
needing to get as much education and life experience and fun as they can, because 
they never know when the boom is going to be lowered on them again."  

A Long Walk to Water 
by Linda Sur Park (ISBN 0547577311) 
Lexile - 720L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
A Long Walk to Water begins with two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 
eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching 
water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the 
pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees 
who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe 
place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to 
contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to 
intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

 

Slated  
by Teri Terry (ISBN 0142425036) 
Lexile - 530L   Amazon Purchase Link 
  
Kyla’s memory has been erased, her personality wiped blank, her memories lost 
forever. She’s been slated. The government claims that she was a terrorist and they are 
giving her a second chance—if she plays by their rules. But scenes from the past haunt 
her as she tries to adjust to a new life, family, and school, leaving her unsettled. Who is 
she really? And if only criminals are meant to be slated, why are so many other teens 
disappearing? As she and her friend Ben seek answers, Kyla is torn between the need 
to know more and her instinct for self- preservation.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Boy-Girl-Escaping-Civil-ebook/dp/B003E8AIPC/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_2?dchild=1&keywords=Lost+Boy%2C+Lost+Girl%3A+Escaping+Civil+War+in+Sudan+by+John+Hul+Dau&qid=1587662377&sr=8-2-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Kids-Kabul-Bravely-Through-Never-ending-ebook/dp/B00IN8OVPG/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Kids+of+Kabul+by+Deborah+Ellis&qid=1587667736&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=A+Long+Walk+to+Water+by+Linda+Sur+Par&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/Slated-Teri-Terry/dp/0142425036/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Slated+by+Teri+Terry&qid=1587668255&sr=8-1


Fish in a Tree  
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (ISBN 0142426423) 
Lexile - 550L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Ally is a talented artist and a math whiz but her skills don't stop her from feeling dumb as 
she begins sixth grade. Ally finds letters on the page almost impossible to decode 
because they seem to move around; trying to make sense of them gives her headaches. 
To add to her problems, her military dad is deployed overseas and she's struggling to 
cope with the death of her much-loved grandfather. After being  
misunderstood by another teacher, Ally is transferred to Mr. Daniels's class. Mr. Daniels 
is supportive and encourages Ally to let go of her protective shell. In this class she 
meets Keisha and Alfred, students with differences of their own, and they help and 
support one another, identifying their individual strengths. McInerney's reading 
effectively captures the characters' personalities: Ally's insecurity, Keisha's confidence, 
science-loving Alfred's robot-like affect, and their snarky classmate, hard-to-like Shay.  

 

Wonder  
by R.J. Palacio (ISBN 0375969020 
Lexile - 790L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Based on the New York Times bestseller, WONDER tells the incredibly inspiring and 
heartwarming story of August Pullman. Born with facial differences that, up until now, 
have prevented him from going to a mainstream school, Auggie becomes the most 
unlikely of heroes when he enters the local fifth grade. 

 

Rebound  
by Kwame Alexander (ISBN 0544868137) 
Lexile - 780L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Charlie is struggling to rebound after his dad’s death in this well crafted, middle grades 
verse novel full of comics, basketball, and a strong family center. 

 

The Tequila Worm  
by Viola Canales (ISBN 0375840893) 
Lexile - 830L   Amazon Purchase Link   Amazon Purchase Link (Spanish Edition) 
 
Sofia comes from a family of storytellers. Here are her tales of growing up in the barrio, 
full of the magic and mystery of family traditions: making Easter cascarones, celebrating 
el Dia de los Muertos, preparing for quincea–era, rejoicing in the Christmas nacimiento, 
and curing homesickness by eating the tequila worm. When Sofia is singled out to 
receive a scholarship to an elite boarding school, she longs to explore life beyond the 
barrio, even though it means leaving her family to navigate a strange world of rich, 
privileged kids. It's a different mundo, but one where Sofia's traditions take on new 
meaning and illuminate her path. 

 

 
Where might I find these books? 

https://www.amazon.com/Fish-Tree-Lynda-Mullaly-Hunt/dp/0142426423/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Fish+in+a+Tree+by+Lynda+Mullaly+Hunt&qid=1587667870&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Wonder+by+R.J.+Palacio&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/Rebound-Dawud-Anyabwile-illustrator-Alexander/dp/1783447206/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Rebound+by+Kwame+Alexander&qid=1587667932&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tequila-Worm-Viola-Canales/dp/0375840893/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587668018&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gusano-Tequila-Spanish-Viola-Canales-ebook/dp/B00A414KEC/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+tequila+worm+in+spanish&qid=1587668332&sr=8-1


 
If possible, students should purchase their own copies of their chosen novel in order to take notes in the 
margins and underline or highlight notable passages. Students will need to have access to their book until the 
end of October. You may buy these books cheaply online and find copies at our local bookstores. (Do not use 
audiobooks/digital copies as primary copies - Audiobooks may be used to supplement a hardcopy). 
Amazon links have been provided in the chart above. 
 
Students who are eligible for and/or have documented designated supports on state assessments (rti, 504, 
IEP) for oral administration, may use audiobooks/digital copies through Learning Ally, Talking Books, etc. 
Please contact your student’s classroom teacher, dyslexia teacher, and/or special education case manager for 
more information about access.  

 
If these options are not viable, we do have a limited number of some titles available at school, but these may 
not be annotated or marked in any way. (Sticky notes will need to be used for annotating).  These books will be 
distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Those interested may contact one of the teachers listed below 
before leaving school for the summer. 
 
STEP 2 
 
While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel according to the “Marking the Text and 
Writing in the Magins” strategies provided in this document to assist in their comprehension. If a student is 
unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may use sticky notes.  
 
How do I annotate? 

● Underline or highlight the major points. 
● Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you. 
● Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. 

 
How do I annotate when I have documented designated supports? 

● Select a platform or alternative annotation system that is most comfortable for you such as :  Cowriter, 
Google Read and Write, composition book (pencil/paper), sticky notes placed in a notebook, etc 

● Organize your annotations by: 
○ Noting the Chapter as the heading; AND 
○ Listing the page number for EACH entry 

 
● Type/write major points of chapter 
● Type/write keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you 
● Type/write notes about author’s ideas 



 
 

Annotation: Marking the Text and Writing in the Margins 
 
As you read through a text, follow the four steps below. 

 
1. Circle KEY terms: Names of people, places, and/or dates. 
 
2. Highlight unfamiliar words and define them. You may do this on a sticky note which you place on the 
page the word is found, or you may do this in the margins on the page a word is located.  
 
3. Underline anything you want to remember (Again, if I were to ask you why it’s important, you should be 
able to answer me.). However, if half of every other page is underlined, you’re not being picky enough. 
Below are some specific things you can look for: 
 

● Character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws 
● Questions that pop into your head as you are reading 
● Connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life 
● Figurative language (personification, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
STEP 3 
 
As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss questions 
like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of questions, you will likely 
be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns. 

● What confused you or surprised you in this text? 
● As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking about 

characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the author’s writing 
style, or enjoying the humor or suspense? 

● Which events in the text are most connected to the setting? 
● Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in this text? 

Why did you choose that character? 
● Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you learn 

about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself? 
● Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did that 

passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text? 
● The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away from 

text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? How does 
the plot relate to or affect the theme? 

● Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story? 
 
STEP 4 
 
Students may receive an assignment over their summer reading once returning to school. Assignments are 
teacher/campus specific, so please see your ELAR teacher once returning to school in the fall.  
 
Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel and complete 
the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you completing your reading on 
time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going to read per week and stick to it. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact  JoLynn Meade at Jolynn.Meade@hayscisd.net. 


